Surgical chemotherapy in the management of melanoblastoma of the lower extremities.
The therapy of advanced melanoblastomas of the lower extremities is limited. Surgery alone is insufficient due to the extent of the tumor, the radicality of mutilating surgery is questionable because of the existing or suspected subclinical metastasis. To avoid amputation, regional chemoperfusion and simultaneous hemofiltration may be the choice of treatment. Between 1993 and 1995 the authors performed surgical chemotherapy on 21 occasions in 14 patients with advanced melanoblastoma of the lower limb. Partial remission of 4 to 11 months developed in 10 patients, 3 patients achieved subjective improvement for 3 to 6 months, 1 patient had disease progression. Simultaneous application of surgical regional chemotherapy and hemofiltration offers an alternative approach in the management of patients suffering from advanced melanoblastoma.